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Monday, March 12th, 2018
      9:00am - Near the 1st Tee 

Gold Shovel Groundbreaking 
with local dignitaries to include:

Village of Estero Mayor Jim Boesch
Village of Estero Councilman Jon McLain

Estero Chamber of Commerce, 
Chairman of the Board - Gene Montenieri

ECC Annual Meeting
immediately following in the dining room.

Please join us for this exciting time for ECC!

Gold Shovel Groundbreaking &
ECC Annual MeetingAnnual 

Meeting
Monday, 

March 12, 2018
Immediately following the 9am 
Gold Shovel Groundbreaking.

ECC Dining Room



Life & Times
Mission

Estero Country Club provides a welcoming environment for its members, families and guests 
through exceptional golf, dining, tennis, fitness, lifestyle and social experiences.

March Events

1  Callaway Demo Day, 10-2pm
1  Love The Pearls Event & Luncheon 12pm 
2  Reservations open for the Easter Brunch, 9am
3       Karaoke Night in Mulligans, 6:00-9:00pm
5  Prange Golf Clinic, Putting, 9-10am
7-10       Men’s Golf Invitational
12       Gold Shovel Golf Course Groundbreaking, 9am
12  Annual Meeting, following Groundbreaking
13      Book Club, 12:15pm
13  Board & Committee Volunteer Reception, 5:30
14       New Member Orientation, 9am
14      Turkey Buffet, 5:30-8:30pm
15  Gin Group-Cocktails 5:00, Dinner 6:15, Gin 7:00
15  Oh My Guinness Tennis Dinner, 5:30pm
17      St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance 
    with Billy Dean & Dawn
18  Derby Race Golf Finals, 2pm
19  Prange Golf Clinic, Bunker Play, 9-10am
21  Asian Buffet, 5:30-8:30pm
21  New Member Mixer, 6:30pm
22  Pickleball Party, 1pm
22  Mexican Train, 7pm
24      Season Finale with Moose & Mary Jo
26  Tennis Miami Open Bus Trip
27  Ladies Tennis Invitational, 9am
27  ELGA Fun Day 8:30 Shotgun
27  BINGO, Buffet 5:30-6:30, BINGO 7pm
28  ENHLGA Closing Luncheon
28      Prime Rib Buffet, 5:30-8:30pm
29  Gin Group-Cocktails 5:00, Dinner 6:15, Gin 7:00

Board of Governors
Tom Spaeth - President
Don DiBrita - Vice President
Barry Freedman - Secretary
Claire Comstock - Treasurer
Karen Adair
Greg Bonnell
Tom Hochworter
Mark Mitchell
Margo Newell

Committee Chairs
Finance - Claire Comstock
Golf - Mark Mitchell
Greens - Greg Bonnell
Grievance - Margo Newell
Heritage/Memorial - Margo Newell
House & Entertainment - Karen Adair
Legal & By-Laws - Tom Spaeth
Long Range Planning - Barry Freedman
Membership & Marketing - Don DiBrita
Personnel - Margo Newell
Property - Tom Hochworter
Tennis - Tom Hochworter

Estero Country Club at The Vines
March 2018

Happy Hour Thursdays 5-8pm
Stretch & Flex Tuesdays & Thursdays 7:30am             

Yoga Mondays & Fridays 8:30am
Pickleball Practice - Thursdays 1pm & Sundays 10am



Golf  Report
Ben Pittman, PGA
golfpro@esterocc.com

2

Superintendent’sReport
T.J. Shine
supt@esterocc.com

      
 

Congratulations!

Men’s Invitational
March 8th - 10th, 2018

Optional Practice round on 
Wednesday, March 7th.

Please check your calendars for Club 
closures during the Invitational.

   It has been an eventful season 
thus far, to say the least.  You 
have all been extremely patient 
with all the changes happening 
at the Club, from the hurricane 
debris cleanup on the course to 

the ongoing repairs inside the clubhouse, not to mention shakeups 
with longtime staff.  And with all of that having occurred, much 
of the transformation hasn’t even begun yet!  In just a couple 
of weeks we will begin the process of spraying the grass on the 
course in preparation for the summer closure.
   Many of you will be headed North for the summer months, but 
a good number of you will be here to witness the transformation 
as it happens. Those of you remaining in town are no doubt 
wondering what accommodations we can provide while you 
don’t have your home course available.  We have been hard at 
work identifying area clubs that are willing to host you during 
the shutdown. We have identified eight willing partners, and we 
have a number of inquiries out in the hopes that the list expands 
to ten or more clubs that will offer you a home for a reduced rate.
   Below is the list of confirmed clubs; it will be updated and 
published as more information becomes available.

Copperleaf
Cypress Lake

Lexington 
Miromar Lakes
Pelican Sound

Spring Run 
The Forest

Vasari
Worthington

 The planning and 
preparation for a major 
golf course renovation 
could certainly be a 
full-time job itself. 

Architects, Engineers, Club Management, Member Committees, 
Construction Contractors, The Village of Estero and the South 
Florida Water Management District all play important roles 
in the months leading up to the project. Countless hours of 
meetings and reviewing plans in detail occur to ensure that we 
are as thorough as possible not only to perfect the plans but also 
to make sure we have an accurate and acceptable budget. 
   One area that we have spent a considerable amount of time on is 
the landscaping plan for both the golf course and the clubhouse. 
Your landscape sub-committee has done an outstanding job 
combing through plans, viewing slide shows and listening to 
presentations all to make sure our landscaping is a focal point of 
the project and not an afterthought. 
   On the golf course, the overall theme will be to utilize a variety 
of native and ornamental plantings such as Bougainvillea, 
Copperleaf, Firebush, Cocoplum, Thryalis, Silver Buttonwood 
and Muhle Grass to create a clean look that will provide different 
color and textures during the entire year. One of our goals was 
to establish a plan that was not only aesthetically pleasing but 
also did not require endless hours of trimming, fertilization and 
irrigation. The plan will also incorporate full grown trees such as 
Tababeula, Royal Poinciana, Jacaranda, Slash Pines, Live Oak, 
Pond and Bald Cypress, Sabal Palms and Royal Palms. These 
trees will be placed in strategic locations to be focal points of an 
area or to help re-shape a hole that was drastically affected by 
Hurricane Irma. 
   I am not sure that there is a club in Southwest Florida whose 
golf course was altered as much as Estero Country Club was by 
Hurricane Irma. The thick forest along the railroad tracks and 
behind #17 will never be the same.  Although the initial site lines 
were a drastic change and a bit of a shock to some, I have no 
doubt that upon completion of this project the end result will 
have members and guests raving about the outcome and “new 
look” of the golf course. At the annual meeting in March the 
Landscape Committee will provide you with a small glimpse of 
what the project will entail and what the final outcome will be 
with some before and after renditions of highlighted areas. Until 
then, if you have any questions, comments or concerns please 
do not hesitate to contact us in the golf course maintenance 
department. 

Kathy Loper     #8     Feb. 9, 2018

Joann Squillante #5     Feb. 11, 2018 
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A Letter from the Treasurer 

I am pleased to provide our members with summary 
data on the Club’s current financial condition.  We share 
this information quarterly in accordance with Article 
IX, Paragraph 1, Section C of the Club’s Bylaws.

Operating Results:  
We have completed the first quarter of our new fiscal 
year.  Through January 31, 2018, our net operating loss 
was $7,441, which was $88,305 favorable to budget 
but $1,028 higher than the same period last year.  Dues 
revenue was better than budget by $30,004 through the 
first quarter due to fewer 11/1/17 downgrades and more 
seasonal trial members than anticipated.  Good expense 
management has total departmental operating expenses 
$43,784 under budget through the first quarter. 

Balance Sheet:
Our Balance Sheet continues to be extremely strong.  
Our cash position is $423,767 higher than at this 
point last year.  Liabilities are $125,369 less than a 
year ago primarily due to a decrease in our equipment 
loan payable.  This year’s golf course maintenance 
equipment package will be delivered in March and 
monthly payments will begin in April.  

Capital:
As of January 31, 2018, year-to-date Capital 
expenditures total $49,888.  This includes driving 
range den caddies, an outdoor gas grill, a garage door 
for the golf course maintenance building and monthly 
payments on our existing capital leases.  The Capital 
Construction In Progress expenditures totaled $361,400 
for the first quarter of the year.  These expenditures are 
itemized in a separate account and include the Hurricane 
Irma clubhouse restoration work and expenses for the 
upcoming golf course renovation.     

FYE 10/31/17:
The annual audit was conducted in November 2017 by 
RSM, our accounting firm.  No material discrepancies 
were identified.   

Should anyone wish to review the 2017 Audited 
Financial Statements or current-year Balance Sheet/
Operating Income Statements, feel free to contact our 
Controller, Dana Aerts.  

Claire Comstock
Treasurer

General Manager’s Report
Craig Rollinson, CCM, CCE
generalmanager@esterocc.com

  We are now finishing 
our preparations for 
the spring/summer 
golf course restoration 
project. We recently 

received approval from the Village of Estero for the Development 
Order which allows us to proceed. We are also in the final stages of the 
construction contract with Clarke Construction and loan arrangements 
with SunTrust Bank. There has been numerous volunteers and key 
staff that have assisted in this endeavor and I am very grateful for their 
contributions. 
   Despite the golf course being closed mid-April, the Clubhouse and 
Food & Beverage operations will still be in full operations. Please see 
hours of operations below. Many members have expressed their concern 
about the livelihood of our employees during this time. The Club has 
done many things to keep employees fully employed during this summer. 
Those who are willing and able to work in grounds operations will have 
plenty of work and those who can’t will get ample hours in clubhouse 
operations. Keep in mind that F & B employees heavily depend on 
members patronizing the Club. If members don’t utilize the restaurant 
operations, employees will not have the income needed. The number 
one thing each and every member can do to help the employees is to 
utilize our restaurant operations. I ask that whenever here this summer 
to please utilize the Clubhouse and support your Club and employees.
   Thanks for your support!
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2018 Ladies Invitational Flight Winners  
Doral

Casey Juve &
Reece Peterson

TPC Sawgrass Bay Hill Streamsong

Val Klosterman &
Jan Boeglin

Sheila Noakes & 
Tina Williams

Karen Babb &
Pam Wortman

Innisbrook Old Collier Seminole Calusa Pines

Sandra Lennon &
Jayne Young

Karen Adair &
Lori Reed

Deb Echko & 
Donna Bicking

Karen Nicholson &
Sharon Graham

Pat Taliaferro &
Carol Bueker

Dee Norman &
Marty Meersman

Black DiamondJupiter Hills

Putting Contest
1st - 

Dawn Kennedy & 
Stacy Dougherty

Chipping Contest
Tie 1st - 

Marilyn Rigby & 
Maura Rush

Tina Williams & 
Sheila Noakes

Closest to Pin Day 1
#5 - Pat Peyla 8’8”

#8 - Helga Lind 3’5”
#13 - Jayne Young 20’3”

#17 - Carla Pettigrew 8’7”

Closest to Pin Day 2
#5 - Ann Layton 6’2”
#8 - Barb Simons 3’4”

#13 - Marguerite Olmstead 6’
#17 - Agatha Gahan 7’7”“PAR - TEE”



Membership Report
Colleen Sowerby, Membership Sales Director
memberships@esterocc.com
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Welcome New Members
Please extend a warm greeting to the newest members of our ECC family.

Tennis Report
Tom Funk, USTA

New Trial Members
Jack and Sheila Butler

   Where has the 2018 season gone!  We are so excited to have welcomed 14 new 
and 6 upgraded golf, 1 new and 1 upgraded sport and 10 new social equity to 
our family of membership since November 1st – and along with all the equity 
members and new faces we have 20 trial member families, and 22 renters with 
us this year.  We hope you have had the pleasure of meeting many of them 

already on the golf course, on the courts, at one of our monthly entertainment events or in our dining room.  
   We are all anticipating the start of our golf course restoration and are privileged to have the Mayor of Estero, District Councilman and 
the Chairman of the Board of the Estero Chamber coming to attend our Gold Shovel Groundbreaking Event on March 12 at 9am.  Come 
over to the first tee and show our appreciation to these officials for coming out and supporting our enhancement of the Club and kicking 
off this much anticipated part of ECC history and tradition.  We will be updating you on the golf course through Facebook, Twitter and 
ECC communications with pictures and flyovers to share the progress with you while you are here or away. Look for those updates in 
your email every week – or sign up for Facebook to follow along with us – and why not “like us”, it all helps our Google page placement 
the more times you are checking us out on our web page or other social media.
   While at your northern home, please keep top of mind that membership referral is our best source of new members to continue our 
growth at ECC.  Thank you to all who have done just that this past fiscal year. For those year-round members – the staff is brainstorming 
and planning some great events for you.  Thank you for supporting us throughout the summer months.  

Beth Wardlaw and Faye Copley
Golf – Southwind
Beth and Faye have moved full time 
to the Village of Estero area from New 
Albany, IN.  They are both realtors and 
very excited about their new home in 
The Vines.  They have been with us 
for two months as trial members and 
already know many of our members.

Phillip and Marilyn Mathis
Social – Southwind
Phillip and Marilyn are from 
Murfreesboro, TN and have been with 
the Tennessee school system for many 
years.  They saw their new home and 
bought it quickly…they should be 
enjoying their new home very soon.

   We are fast approaching the end of league season. It has been a very good league season despite the weather and restoration work. 
I want to congratulate all our players on so many enjoyable matches we had this year. Please keep in mind that with the end of league 
play, court reservations will become important for groups as everyone will be seeking open play times. Clinics will not change until 
April, so all clinics will be held all month.
   Be sure to get your spot on the bus to Miami Open this month. On Monday, March 26th, we will be off to another great day in Key 
Biscayne watching the best players in the world getting to the finals. Seats are limited, so check with the Tennis Shop for schedule 
and availability. Also, it is the month for our “Oh My Guinness” St. Patty’s party/mixer.  
Near the end of this month, will be the beginning of our Golf Course restoration. This means that we will adding some more events 
to tennis this summer to give all our members a chance to come out and enjoy the fun, even those who don’t play tennis. Be sure to 
check your calendars and emails for all the details and sign-ups as we approach April and the summer season. 
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President’s Report
Tom Spaeth
spaethtom@yahoo.com

   I encourage all equity members to attend the ground-
breaking ceremony at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, March 12th.  
We expect some local dignitaries to be on hand to turn the 
first shovel.  Immediately thereafter, we will head to the 

clubhouse for the Annual Meeting.  You should have received the meeting notice, agenda, 
limited proxy and detailed resumes of the five candidates presented by the Nominating 
Committee.  Three of these qualified individuals will be elected to replace Don DiBrita, Barry 
Freedman and yours truly.  To establish a quorum, we must have over 50% of the eligible 
votes represented.  Therefore, even if you plan on attending, I encourage you to submit your 
proxy as soon as possible. 
  At said meeting, we intend to update the membership on 2016/2017 financial results, 
2017/2018 projections, Irma insurance claims/recovery, clubhouse restoration efforts and the 
upcoming golf course project.  After all presentations, we will announce the election results 
and entertain audience questions. 
 
Tom Spaeth
ECC President  

Committee Volunteers Needed
Volunteer selections begin after the 

Annual Meeting, March 12, 2018

What committee would you like to serve on?  We are looking 
for interested and dedicated individuals who want to share 
their ideas and comments on how we can make the Club a 

better place for everyone.  A copy of the member biography 
form, for the selection process, is available at the Club.

ECC Committees:
Finance, Golf, Greens, Grievance, Heritage/Memorial

House & Entertainment, Legal/By-Laws
Long Range Planning, Membership/Marketing

Personnel, Property, Tennis


